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The Observatory Building 

 

Welcome! 
A warm welcome is extended from 

those working in the oldest building on 

site to those in the newest. 

 Staff working at the Battcock 

Centre are very welcome to visit and 

use the IoA Library located in the old 

observatory building.  The door is open 

9-5 weekdays, but is sometimes closed 

at lunchtimes. 

 Inside you can find the latest 

astronomy and science journals on 

display and one of the largest 

collections of astronomy books in the 

country.  There are quiet and 

comfortable rooms in which to work 

and think.  

 You are welcome to borrow 

books, just fill in a loan card (which 

can be found in small trays in each 

room).  Our loan period is a generous 

three months and we do not impose 

fines.   

The books are not restricted to 

technical astronomy, but include 

biographies, histories, astrobiology, 

relativity, planetary science, space 

exploration, physics, cosmology, 

mathematics, programming and much 

more… 

 You can ask the librarian for a 

visit to the rare book room, where you 

can see some of our treasures, such as 

the Uranometria star atlas of 1655 

complete with the classical 

constellation pictures, or see our first 

edition of The hitch hiker's guide to the 

galaxy by dedicated to the IoA Library 

by the author Douglas Adams. 

 Or visit the Library online at: 

http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/library/ 

 We particularly recommend 

visiting the Pictures section of our 

website, where many interesting 

illustrations from the Library 

collection can be viewed. 

 

 
Printed sketch by Joseph Gwilt (1784-1863) of 

the equatorial telescope belonging to E. J. 

Cooper Esq (1798-1863) at Markree, County 

Sligo, Ireland. (IoA Library) 

 

Astro-History Conference 
IoA Librarian Mark Hurn 

attended the Society for the History 

of Astronomy (SHA) Autumn 

Conference and A.G.M. on Saturday 

the 19
th

 of October.  The conference 

was held at the Birmingham & 

Midland Institute, Margaret Street, 

Birmingham. 

http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/library/


 

The first speaker was Dr Bryn 

Jones, Visiting Fellow in Astrophysics 

at the University of Bristol, where he 

studies extra-galactic astrophysics, 

and was involved in the discovery of 

ultra-compact dwarf galaxies, but on 

this day his topic was “Welsh 

Astronomy”.  From this talk, we 

learned a lot about astronomical 

activity published in the Welsh 

language, but also that the 

distinguished Welsh meteorologist, Sir 

David Brunt (1886-1965) had started 

his scientific career as an astronomer at 

the Cambridge Observatory! 

 

We then moved to Ireland with 

our second speaker, Frank 

Concannon, who gave a talk about the 

Markree Observatory, and Irish 

Astronomy in the 19
th

 century.  Frank 

is an amateur astronomer interested in 

how computation and research was 

done before the ‘electronic age’.  In the 

19
th

 century, Markree Castle in Ireland 

was a major observatory, employing 

professional astronomers and using a 

13-inch refractor.  Again, there was a 

link with the Cambridge Observatory, 

as Andrew Graham (1815-1908) 

discovered asteroid 9 Metis at Markree 

and went on to spend the rest of his 

career at Cambridge.  The IoA Library 

contains a number of special items 

from Markree, including the only 

copies of a star-chart compiled there.  

Sadly, the physical remains of the 

Markree observatory have been much 

neglected over the years and are falling 

into disrepair.  

 

After the business of the 

Annual General Meeting, we heard 

from Dr Mike Leggett, of Milton 

Keynes A.S. on “Some Aspects of 

Norfolk Astronomy” 

 

Finally the well-known 

historian of science Dr Allan 

Chapman gave an animated talk on 

“Measuring the Heavens and the Earth: 

Astronomy, Cartography, and 

Instruments” including demonstrations 

of how to use some replica ancient 

instruments that he had constructed 

himself. 

 

 
Dr Allan Chapman speaks at the SHA 

Conference (photo by Roger Jones) 

 

 

CUP books available as eBooks 
In a major development, we 

now have access to over 14,000 

Cambridge University Press (CUP) 

books as e-books.  This includes about 

360 astronomy books. Access is 

through Cambridge Books Online 

(CBO) and the books can be read as 

chapter by chapter pdf files. 

Records for each title will be 

placed into the Cambridge libraries 

Newton catalogue for extra access.  At 

the moment this is a trial until the end 

of April 2014. 

You can find the URL on the 

‘Library News’ section of the IoA 

website, or type in: 

http://ebookscambridge.wordpress.com

/2013/10/31/thousands-of-cambridge-

university-press-monographs-on-trial/ 

 

Please fill out a loan card when 

removing anything from the Library – 

Thank You 

 

Mark Hurn (Departmental Librarian) 

Email: hurnm@ast.cam.ac.uk 

Telephone: 01223 337537 

mailto:hurnm@ast.cam.ac.uk

