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Report on Part III Astrophysics 

The organization of this examination was excellent, no doubt as a result of following well- 
tried procedures which allow adequate time at every stage of the process. The class this 
year was unusually large, which made it necessary to run t he oral presentations of the 
projects over two days. Otherwise everything was identical to earlier years. 
I was completely satisfied with  the standards  set.  These  are well  up  to t he best  in the 
UK and indeed international comparisons  in my experience. The assessment process  ran 
very smoothly. The project marks are a significant component of the final total, and I was 
pleased to see that, despite the large cohort, there was only a narrow dispersion of marks 
between individual examiners, both for the reports themselves, and for the oral presenta- 
tions. The final examiners' meeting  carefully  considered  candidates  close to borderlines, 
and my view is that their decisions were completely fair in all cases. 

Professor Andrew King 
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Report on NST Part III Astrophysics 2013 Examination 

Ofer Lahav (UCL), External Examiner 

The final examiners meeting (held in June 2013 at the IoA) was organized 
very professionally by the Senior Examiner Cathie Clarke, her associates 
Andy Fabian and Martin Haehnelt and the exam administrator Judith Moss. 

Prior to the meeting I assessed the projects and moderated the grades given 
by the three internal examiners.  The overall level of the projects is impressive, 
and it is clear that staff put a lot of effort into proposing projects and 
supervising them.  At the examiners meeting itself we inspected marked 
scripts, and we evaluated the performance of the students in different subjects. 
We agreed to promote three candidates to the higher class. 

It was noted by the Senior Examiner that for the first time this year the 
cohort consisted of several different streams.  We assessed he performance 
of the students based on their prior academic degree, i.e. whether they came 
from Part II Astrophysics, Part II Mathematics or from outside Cambridge (in 
the case of the MASt students).  There is a detailed discussion on this in the 
report by the Internal Examiner, which I fully support.  



Report on NST Part III Astrophysics 2014 Examination 

The final examiners’ meeting (held on 17 June 2014 at the IoA) was 
organised very professionally by the Senior Examiner Cathie Clarke, her 
associates Andy Fabian & Martin Haehnelt and the exam administrator Judith 
Moss. 

The performance of 18 Students was considered. They came to Part III from 
from three streams: 12 from Part II Astro, 5 from Part II Maths  and 1 from 
MASt.  We assessed the performance of the students based on their prior 
academic degree. There is a detailed discussion on this in the report by the 
Internal Examiner, which I fully endorse.  

Prior to the meeting I assessed the projects and moderated the grades given 
by the three internal examiners. The overall level of the projects is impressive, 
and staff put a lot of effort into proposing projects and supervising them. 
However, my impression is that the arrangements for co-supervision of each 
project by a UTO and a Post-doc should be improved, with more active 
involvement of the UTOs.  It is also proposed that the External Examiner 
should be attending the oral presentations of projects as part of the 
assessment process. On the practical side of marking the projects, it would be 
helpful to have a list of bullet points of the marking criteria in each of the 
marking sheets.  

The Teaching Committee may wish to discuss splitting the roles of External 
Examiner for Part II and Part III (which in recent years has been done by the 
same person), to allow each more time to focus on each Tripos. It is also 
recommended that the IoA assess the overall strategic direction of the Part II 
and III programmes. 

Ofer Lahav (UCL), External Examiner 
6 July 2014 
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