
Public Observing at the Institute of Astronomy −  8 Mar 2006 
 
Institute of Astronomy  (01223 – 337548; enquiries to csc@ast.cam.ac.uk) 
& Cambridge Astronomical Association    http://www.caa-cya.org/home/index.php  

Any comments or suggestions please to Carolin Crawford (csc@ast.cam.ac.uk)  
 
Next week :  Shoko Jin will be talking about Introducing Galaxies (suitable for ages 11+) 
The programme for the public observing evenings can be found at http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/public/timetable.html 
 
A couple of dates for your diaries:  

Saturday 25th March will be the IoA’s Open Day, 4.30 –  9pm, with evening observing (if it’s clear) 
Saturday 22nd April will be Astroblast, again held at IoA, 10 – 4pm.  

 
Astronomical object of the week :  Rigel 
Previously we’ve featured Betelgeuse, the star that makes up the top left shoulder 
of Orion. Now it’s Rigel’s turn, the bright star that forms Orion’s foot (to the lower 
right as you look at the constellation). It appears slightly brighter than Betelgeuse – 
in fact it is the seventh brightest star in the Sky –  and is a brilliant blue-white colour 
to Betelgeuse’s orangey-red. It’s a supergiant star – more than 40,000 times more 
luminous than and 70 times the size of our Sun – and lies at a distance of around 
800 light years. It’s also part of a triple star system, as it is orbited by a fairly bright 
double star.  

 
Comet Pojmanski : Anyone who is a very early riser (and I do mean early – it 
needs to be sometime like 5am, well before the brightness of the dawn sky) AND 
has a telescope or pair of binoculars might want to try to look for Comet Pojmanski, 
low in the east before sunrise, to the upper left of Venus. A finding chart can be 
found at www.spaceweather.com,  but please note the comet is not visible with the 
naked eye.  

 
 
Website of the week : www.cecm.sfu.ca/~scharein/astro/#Sim This webpage contains lots of informative 
animations illustrating and explaining various astronomical ideas, such as parallax, eclipsing binaries, the Doppler 
effect, the HR diagram, the laws of gravity...  
 
You can still see the International Space Station from Cambridge this week: 
Date       Start time  altitude/direction      End time      altitude/direction 
09 Mar   18:31:31  10 W     18:37:20  10 ESE  
09 Mar   20:07:03  10 W     20:08:54  19 SW  
10 Mar   18:56:07  10 W     19:01:12  13 SE  
11 Mar   19:20:56  10 W     19:25:02  11 SSE  
13 Mar   18:34:42  10 W     18:38:57  10 SSE  
And also a couple of iridium flares: 
11 Mar  18:23:51            58° S  
12 Mar  18:17:46            58° S  
12 Mar  19:56:05            52° ESE   – this one should be amazingly bright! 
For more details log on to www.heavens-above.com 
 
Targets we intend observing tonight / what you would have seen if it wasn’t cloudy… : 
Wide angle camera (showing what can be seen in binoculars) 
• We shall be taking a closer look at the constellations of Cepheus and Cassiopeia 
• The Moon in Gemini  
• Saturn in Cancer 
• Mars in Taurus 
The colour camera attached to a 14-inch (35 cm) telescope  
• The Moon; which will be getting towards full  
• Sirius; the brightest star in the sky 
• Saturn 
• Mars 
• Zeta Cancer 
The monochrome camera attached to a 8-inch (20 cm) telescope  
• The Moon 
• U Cepheus 

Rigel 
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• RZ Cassiopeia  
• Saturn and its brighter moons 
The 8-inch Thorrowgood telescope    
• The Moon  
The 12-inch Northumberland telescope     
• Saturn and its brighter moons 
 
 
 
 
Chart of the night sky from Cambridge for 8pm on Wed 8th March        (taken from www.heavens-above.com) 
 
 
 
 
 
You can see Venus, bright in the 
eastern sky in the early mornings 
before sunrise 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturn is visible for most of the night; 
it will be in the south-eastern sky in 
the early evening 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mars remains bright and visible for 
most of the night; it will be to the south 
at around 8pm 
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