
Public Observing at the Institute of Astronomy −  29th  Mar 2006 
 
Institute of Astronomy  (01223 – 337548; enquiries to csc@ast.cam.ac.uk) 
& Cambridge Astronomical Association    http://www.caa-cya.org/home/index.php  
 
 
This is our last observing evening for this season. Thank you to everyone who’s come along over the winter, and 
it’s just a shame we’ve not been luckier with the weather.  We anticipate that our weekly talk+observing evenings 
will resume again this coming October – watch the IoA website for details nearer the time.    

We welcome any comments or suggestions – particularly about how we can improve our observing 
evenings, or perhaps on what subjects you want to hear talks about; please email Carolin Crawford 
(csc@ast.cam.ac.uk) 

 
Forthcoming dates for your diaries:  
� Saturday 22nd April will be Astroblast, an Astronomy and Space day for all ages, held at IoA, 10 – 4pm. More 

details to be found at http://www.astroblast.org.uk/  
� We shall be running some arts workshops inspired by science on the theme of Past, present and future with 

local artist Issam Kourbaj in June/July. Watch the IoA website http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/IOA/ for details nearer 
the time  

 
 

Astronomical object of the week : The Rosette Nebula  
The Rosette Nebula is a vast interstellar cloud of gas and dust that is about 5000 light-
years distant. At its core lies a small open cluster of bright young stars which formed 
from the cloud around 4 million years ago. Strong winds from these stars are 
excavating a bubble around them, and their ultraviolet radiation is causing hydrogen 
atoms in the gas to glow a distinctive pink. Star formation is continuing in other reaches 
of the nebula.  
 

 
Some Iridium flares will be visible from Cambridge: 
30 Mar   19:40:58 altitude 68° direction SSE  
05 Apr   21:43:44             14°                  N  
06 Apr   21:37:23             16°                  N  
07 Apr   21:31:00             18°                  N   
For more details log on to www.heavens-above.com 
 
Targets we intend observing tonight (weather permitting …) : 
Wide angle camera (showing what can be seen in binoculars) 

� The open cluster of stars the Hyades in the constellation of Taurus the bull  
� The open cluster of stars the Pleiades 
� M44 (the ‘Beehive’ open cluster of stars) and Saturn in the constellation of Cancer 
� NGC 2244; the bright cluster of stars in the Rosette nebula 
� NGC 2264; the Cone nebula 

The cameras attached to a 14-inch (35 cm) telescope  
� Saturn and its brighter moons 
� Mars 
� Castor; a multiple star 
� Zeta Gemini; a variable star 
� M51; the Whirlpool galaxy 
� M81; a face-on spiral 
� M82; an irregular galaxy 

The monochrome camera attached to a 8-inch (20 cm) telescope  
� M1 (the Crab nebula): a supernova remnant 
� M97 (the Owl nebula); a planetary nebula, and last week’s object of the week  
� M108;  a spiral galaxy  
� Saturn and its brighter moons 

The 8-inch Thorrowgood telescope    
� Mars 
� M42; (the famous Orion nebula)  

The 12-inch Northumberland telescope     
� Saturn 
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Chart of the night sky from Cambridge for 8pm on Wed 29th March        (taken from www.heavens-above.com) 
 

 
 
 
You can see Venus, bright in the eastern sky in 
the early mornings before sunrise 
 
 
 
Saturn is visible for most of the night; it will be in 
the south-eastern sky in the early evening 
 
 
 
 
 
Mars remains bright and visible for most of the 
night; it will be to the south at around 8pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

And finally, here are a few of our favourite astronomical websites that we have featured in the newsletters over 
the winter:  
 
� Hubble Heritage Gallery of images at: http://heritage.stsci.edu/gallery/gallery_category.html 
� Astronomy Picture of the Day:  http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html 

Every day this shows a different – and usually very beautiful – image to do with Astronomy or Space 
Science, along with a brief explanation written by a professional astronomer.  

� Space.com: http://www.space.com/      Current space news, updated daily   
� Heavens above: http://www.heavens-above.com/ 

Times to view artificial satellites such as the International Space Station, bright flashes of light from iridium 
satellites, along with planet tracks, and sky and constellation star charts, all customized for your viewing 
point.  

� Views of the Solar system http://www.solarviews.com/eng/    
A wonderful databank of images of the Solar System 

� http://www.universetoday.com/  
Continually updated to give you both the latest astronomy and space news, alongside current information 
about the night sky. You can also subscribe to receive their free newsletter, and can download a free 407-
page book (it’s pdf format so you can always read it on your computer rather than printing it!) called What’s 
up 2006 – 365 days of Skywatching directly from the http://www.universetoday.com/whatsup/  

� find out more about the Messier catalogue of galaxies and nebulae at http://www.seds.org/messier/ 
� Look at astronomical objects differently – through X-ray eyes! images from NASA’s X-ray Chandra 

observatory can be found at http://chandra/harvard.edu/photo/ 
� Earth science picture of the day:  http://epod.usra.edu/ Much the same idea as Astronomy picture of the day 

(but for earth and atmospheric sciences – rainbows, geological faults, sun pillars, mountains, cloud 
formations… 
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