
Public Observing at the Institute of Astronomy −  22 Feb 2006 
 
Institute of Astronomy  (01223 – 337548; enquiries to csc@ast.cam.ac.uk) 
& Cambridge Astronomical Association    http://www.caa-cya.org/home/index.php  

Any comments or suggestions please to Carolin Crawford (csc@ast.cam.ac.uk)  
 
Next week :  Dr Matteo Viel will be talking about Piercing the Universe 
The programme for the public observing evenings can be found at http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/public/timetable.html 
 
I know it’s early, but here are a couple of dates for your diaries:  

Saturday 25th March will be the IoA’s Open Day, 4.30 –  9pm, with evening observing (if it’s clear) 
Saturday 22nd April will be Astroblast, again held at IoA, 10 – 4pm.  

More details on each to follow later.  
 
Astronomical object of the week :  Castor 
Castor and Pollux are the two brightest stars in the constellation of Gemini. Although they are the ‘twin stars’ they 
are very different colours – Pollux is orange and  Castor is white –  and have no real physical relationship, being 18 
light-years apart. Castor itself, however, is a remarkable multiple star, consisting of a close pair of similar stars 
(Castor A and Castor B) orbiting about each other every 400 years, separated only by a mean distance rough the 
size of our Solar System. A third star (Castor C) is much fainter and more distant, orbiting A and B about every 
10,000 years. But it doesn’t end there… both Castor A and Castor B are themselves a close double star, with the 
two components orbiting each other with a period of only days, at a distance of a few million miles. Finally, Castor 
C, is also double, comprising two nearly identical stars, only about two solar diameters apart and orbiting each other 
every 20 hours. This makes Castor particularly unusual in being a double-double-double star! Such multiple stars 
are probably born when a large rotating proto-star cloud divides several times during collapse.  
 
Website of the week : http://www.jb.man.ac.uk/public/index.html  
A mine of interesting information at Jodrell Bank Observatory  
 
You can see the International Space Station from Cambridge this week: 
Date       Start time  altitude/direction      End time      altitude/direction 
26 Feb   18:43:32           10 S   18:45:17  13 SE  
27 Feb   19:06:09  10 SSW  19:08:41  26 SSE  
28 Feb   19:29:34  10 WSW  19:31:58  43 SSW 
01 Mar   18:18:46  10 SSW  18:23:41  11 E  
01 Mar   19:53:18  10 WSW  19:55:07  34 WSW  
02 Mar   18:42:09  10 WSW  18:46:45  19 E  
02 Mar   20:17:07  10 W   20:18:12  20 W 
For more details log on to www.heavens-above.com 
 
Targets we intend observing tonight (weather permitting) : 
Wide angle camera (showing what can be seen in binoculars) 
• We shall be taking a closer look at the constellations of : Perseus, Gemini, Cancer, the Plough, Lynx and 

Camelopardalis 
The colour camera attached to a 14-inch (35 cm) telescope  
• Castor; our object of the week 
• Sirius; the brightest star in the sky 
• Saturn 
• Mars 
• U Cepheus 
• Delta Cepheus 
• Iota Orion (Nair al Saif) 
The monochrome camera attached to a 8-inch (20 cm) telescope  
• M1 
• NGC 2392 (the Eskimo nebula) 
• M81 
• M82 
• Saturn and its brighter moons 
The 8-inch Thorrowgood telescope    
• Mars or M42  
The 12-inch Northumberland telescope    
 Saturn  
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Chart of the night sky from Cambridge for 8pm on Wed 22nd February        (taken from www.heavens-above.com) 
 
 
 
 
 
You can see Venus, bright in the 
eastern sky in the early mornings before 
sunrise 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturn is visible for most of the night; it 
will be in the south-eastern sky in the 
early evening 
 
 
 
 
Mars remains bright and visible for most 
of the night; it will be to the south at 
around 8pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
And finally, a site map to help 
you find your way back to the car 
in the dark!   
 
 
 
 
 
Alternative parking here 
 
 
 
Public observing happens here 
 
Enter the IoA here for the talk 
 
You have probably parked here 
 
              suggested route back  
to the car park 
 
 
 
 
 
 


