
PUBLIC OPEN EVENINGS AT THE INSTITUTE OF ASTRONOMY 
WEDNESDAY 18TH MARCH 2009 

 
    Institute of Astronomy                          http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/public/  
    Cambridge Astronomical Association    http://www.caa-cya.org/  

All comments, enquiries or suggestions please to Carolin Crawford (csc@ast.cam.ac.uk)  
 
Tonight’s 30 minute talk will be given by Carolin Crawford, and she’ll be telling us about Exoplanets and how to 
find them. It starts at 7.15pm and is followed by an opportunity to observe with both modern and historical 
telescopes if the weather is clear. If we can’t observe tonight, remember there are other opportunities for observing 
in the evenings of 21st and 25th March (and no booking is required for these). Our final (and again, non-ticketed) 
Wednesday public evening of the season talk will be Adrienne Leonard returning to explain Relativity for beginners 
on 25th March.  
 
Please mark the afternoon of Saturday 21st March in your diaries, as that will be our annual Open Afternoon, from 
2.30pm to 7pm. First of all, we have talks, currently scheduled as:  

3pm Amy Bonsor on Neutron stars: one billion tonnes in a teaspoon  
3.45 pm Andrew Pontzen on The Fuzzy Universe  

4.30 pm Andy Fabian on Ten years of X-ray astronomy with the Chandra satellite  
5.15 pm John Eldridge on Supernova kicks and runaway stars 

The historic Observatory building will be open, with an exhibition in the library on Stars from alpha to omega. This 
is a wonderful chance to have a look at some of the star atlases usually hidden away in the rare book section of the 
library, including the wonderful Bayer star atlas of 1655. The Stardome Planetarium will be giving short shows - 
tickets for these will be on a first-come first-served basis from reception on the day from 2.30pm. We also plan 
demonstrations and displays about the research done at IoA, and we have some Apollo Moondust for you to 
examine. There will also be children’s activities, the Starlite café and public observing in the evening … if it’s clear…. 
Entrance is free, and everyone is welcome.  http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/public/csf/2009/welcome.html  
 
Another near miss… A 15-20m wide chunk of spacerock known as 2009 FH made a fly-past of Earth this afternoon. 
At its closest approach, it was still 79,000 km away and thus never posed any threat to us.  Instead it’s a great 
opportunity for astronomers – both professional and amateur – to make observations of such objects and their 
orbits. However, it does come hot on the heels of the larger (50m across) asteroid that made a similarly close fly-by 
three weeks ago. Such close encounters have always happened, it’s just that we’re now more aware of them, thanks 
to modern observation programmes that are efficient at monitoring and tracking near-Earth objects.  

 
The Space Shuttle Discovery was successfully 
launched this week, and has just docked 
with the International Space Station. Its 
payload contains technology to boost the 
station's power capacity in preparation for 
when the crew will double from three to six  
this May. You can see the ISS – presumably 
with the Shuttle attached  – several times 
during the next week. The times to see it 
from Cambridge are in the table to the left; 
if you live outside of the city, you can refine 
the exact times for viewing from your 
location by logging on to www.heavens-
above.com 
 
 

 
Some more dates for your diary! Entrance is free to both of these events, no need to book, everyone is welcome.  
⇒ On Friday 24th April at 7.30pm we will have a public talk from Jonathan Fay all about Discovering the Universe 

with the World Wide Telescope. The World Wide Telescope is an initiative from Microsoft that allows anyone 
to browse the Universe from the comfort of their own laptop. Combining up-to-date images from space- and 
ground-based telescopes with features such as expert guided tours, it is a project that can both inspire and 
educate anyone from the complete novice to the informed amateur. Not only is our guest speaker the lead 

Date 
Starts Max. altitude Ends 

Time Altitude. Direction Time Alt. Dir. Time Alt. Dir. 

19 Mar 20:01:35 10 WSW 20:04:26 64 S 20:04:26 64 S 

20 Mar 18:53:31 10 SW 18:56:20 40 SSE 18:59:02 11 E 

20 Mar 20:28:37 10 W 20:30:40 41 W 20:30:40 41 W 

21 Mar 19:20:22 10 WSW 19:23:18 68 SSE 19:25:11 20 E 

22 Mar 19:47:23 10 W 19:50:21 82 S 19:51:16 40 E 

23 Mar 18:39:05 10 WSW 18:42:02 71 S 18:44:58 10 E 

23 Mar 20:14:24 10 W 20:17:17 71 SSW 20:17:17 71 SSW 

24 Mar 19:06:04 10 W 19:09:00 82 SSW 19:11:38 13 E 

24 Mar 20:41:27 10 W 20:43:16 30 WSW 20:43:16 30 WSW 

25 Mar 19:33:03 10 W 19:36:12 66 SSE 19:37:36 24 ESE 
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scientist on the WWT project, but he is also an enthusiastic amateur astronomer. So come along and find out 
more about what the World Wide Telescope can do for you!  

⇒ On Tuesday 28th April  at 7.30pm we will have an evening of Poetry and Space – this is the event that had to be 
postponed from February due to the snow. Astronomers Jocelyn Bell Burnell and Paul Murdin will be in 
conversation with the poets James Fenton and Maurice Riordan, with readings from the book Dark Matter: The 
poetry of space  

 
THE NIGHT SKY AT 8PM ON 18TH MARCH 2009 

To use the map, hold it above your head to match the sky… 
Sky map courtesy of http://www.heavens-above.com/ 

 
The Moon is in its last 
quarter tonight, and 
will be rising too late 
to bother us much 
tonight.  
 
Saturn is up, easily 
visible to the East  
after about 8pm.  
 
Venus is getting less 
observable as it 
approaches the Sun, 
and now sets soon 
after the Sun.  
 
 
SITE SAFETY The 
construction work for 
the new Kavli Institute 
for Cosmology is 
beginning to encroach 
(temporarily) on the 
accessibility of the 
telescopes. So if we’re 
observing then I’m afraid 
access to the observing 
will be across the gravel 
car park. So please be 
safe, and follow 
directions and 
instructions as the usual 
path by the domes is 
completely blocked. 
Apologies about this, but 
I’m told it shouldn’t be 

for too much longer. But do please ask   any of the front-of-house staff if you need further orientation.  
 
 
Many thanks to those of you that helped Vickie Curtis by filling out a questionnaire for her last term – she is a 
student from the Open University who’s studying our open evenings as a case study for her MSc in Science and 
Society. She now has a short supplementary survey with some follow-up questions, and would be very grateful to 
any of tonight’s attendees who could spare a few minutes to answer them via a SurveyMonkey. Follow the link 
directly to it from our public open nights homepage at  http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/public/public_observing/  
 
MARCH’S ASTROPOD IS OUT! http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/astropod/ 
The graduate students at the Institute of Astronomy write and produce their very own monthly Astronomy podcast 
– download March’s edition now!  
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