
Public Observing at the Institute of Astronomy −  8th November 2006 
 
Institute of Astronomy  http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/IOA/ 
& Cambridge Astronomical Association    http://www.caa-cya.org/home/index.php  

Any comments or suggestions please to Carolin Crawford (csc@ast.cam.ac.uk)  
 

Welcome to our public open evenings which run every Wednesday throughout the winter season.The talk 
schedule for the coming term can be found at http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/IOA/public/0607timetable.html 
 
This week’s talk : Carolin Crawford on the Sounds of the Universe  
 
Next week’s talk :  Robin Catchpole will be pondering Are we star dust or nuclear waste?  

 
Astronomical object of the week :  
The Summer Triangle 
Okay, so it’s no longer anywhere near summer, but you 
can still see the summer triangle spread wide and high 
across the western sky at twilight. It’s about the easiest 
pattern of stars to spot, and is outlined by three of the first 
stars that can be seen towards the western half of the sky 
as the light fades. It is formed by Deneb, Altair and Vega 
– the brightest stars of the constellations of Cygnus, 
Aquila and Lyra respectively, with brilliant blue-white 
Vega marking the vertex of the triangle at the right-angle. 
Spot it while you can, as it soon won’t be seen again till 
next summer…  

 
 
Website of the week : http://www-xray.ast.cam.ac.uk/~csc/sounds.html 
Not the most sophisticated webpage, but if you want to download some of the sounds of the Universe 
you’ve heard tonight and to perhaps find out more about them, this website is a simple collection of links 
to the original sound files and associated webpages.  
 
Listening in on the Sounds of the Universe Exhibition 
Composer Duncan Chapman has been working with students from Hills Road and Long Road Sixth Form 
Colleges to create a vast soundscape using many of the sounds you have heard tonight. These have 
been manipulated to form a universe of sound that can be heard at the Michaelhouse Centre in Trinity 
Street every day till the 25 November (entrance is free).  
 
Some early evening Iridium flares will be visible from Cambridge in the next week (well, assuming the 
clouds don’t get in the way, that is).  These are flashes of reflected sunlight off communication satellites 
in orbit above the Earth. Look at the time listed, and in the general direction given by the altitude and 
direction; watch out for a briskly moving ‘star’ that quickly grows to a peak brightness and then fades 
away. Do try and look for these if it’s clear, it’s always amazing to see them appear bang on schedule! 
Day       Time       Altitude Direction  
09 Nov 17:05:01  17°  WNW  
10 Nov 16:26:07  15°  SW  
10 Nov 16:40:50  20°  W  
10 Nov 16:49:55  20°  W  
10 Nov 17:33:29  39°  S  
11 Nov 16:34:49  23°  W  
11 Nov 17:27:27  38°  S  
12 Nov 16:28:47  23°  W  
For more details (or to get exact times and positions if you don’t live in Cambridge) go to www.heavens-
above.com 
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Targets we intend observing tonight (only if it’s clear, which looks unlikely): 
 
Wide angle camera (showing what can be seen in binoculars) 
� The Triangulum galaxy, M33 ; a nearby spiral galaxy  
� The Pleaides, M45; an open cluster of stars easily visible to the naked eye over the winter 
� The bright constellations of the Plough, Cassiopeia and Perseus and the less known constellations 

of Draco, Sagitta and Delphinus 
� The Andromeda galaxy M31 and its companion galaxy M32 
 
The historic 12-inch Northumberland and 8-inch Thorrowgood telescopes    
� Collinder 399; an open cluster of stars, whose brightest members take the shape of a coathanger! 
� M57; the famous Ring nebula in Lyra 
� Albireo; a double star  
� The Andromeda Galaxy ; the nearest Spiral galaxy to the Milky Way  
 
Chart of the night sky from Cambridge for 8pm on Wed 8th November     (taken from www.heavens-
above.com) 

  
No planets are on view in the early part 
of the evening at this time of year… 
just be patient and wait a couple more 
months… 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
And finally, a site map to help you find your way back to the car 
in the dark if we are observing tonight.  
 

Alternative parking here 
 
Public observing happens here 
 
Enter the IoA here for the talk 
 
You have probably parked here 
 
              suggested route back  
to the car park 

http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/history/thorrowgood�

	Welcome to our public open evenings which run every Wednesday throughout the winter season.The talk schedule for the coming term can be found at http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/IOA/public/0607timetable.html

