
Public Observing at the Institute of Astronomy −  15 Mar 2006 
 
Institute of Astronomy  (01223 – 337548; enquiries to csc@ast.cam.ac.uk) 
& Cambridge Astronomical Association    http://www.caa-cya.org/home/index.php  

Any comments or suggestions please to Carolin Crawford (csc@ast.cam.ac.uk)  
 
Next week :  Carolin Crawford (yes, your humble newsletter writer)  will be talking about Fantastic and Fascinating 
Nebulae (talk suitable for ages 11+) on Wednesday 22nd March.  
The programme for the public observing evenings can be found at http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/public/timetable.html 
 
A date for your diaries:  

Saturday 25th March will be the IoA’s Open Day, 4.30 –  9pm, with evening observing (if it’s clear). There 
will be talks, models, poster displays and presentations on the many varied areas of astronomy under study 
at the Institute. Children are invited to come and paint a planet at the Planet Factory. There will be 
moondust and meteorites to examine. The historic Cambridge Observatory building will be open, with a 
Library exhibition about The Planet Finders. We will also be showcasing the entries and winners of our 
Open Day primary school competition. More details (as we add them) can be found at  
http://www.ast.cam.ac.uk/public/openday/ 

 
 
Astronomical object of the week :  the Beehive cluster 

Also known as Praesepe, or as M44 (the 44th object in Messier’s 
catalogue), the Beehive cluster is a large (more than twice the size of the 
full moon), and open collection of stars in the constellation of Cancer. It’s 
one of the nearest Galactic star clusters, and is readily visible to the naked 
eye, although it looks more like a fuzzy blob rather than a cluster of stars – 
it looks even better through binoculars or a small telescopes. The cluster is 
comprised of at least 200 stars, all about 580 light-years distant from us.  
These stars are all thought to be about 730 million years old – this 
relatively aged in terms of stellar lifetimes, so it contains evolved stellar 
components such as both red giants and white dwarfs. It’s very easy to 
spot at the minute, as it’s currently just to the left of Saturn (which in turn is 
just down and to the left of the twin stars Castor and Pollux in Gemini).  

 
 

Comet Pojmanski : Anyone who is a very early riser (and I do mean early – it needs to be sometime like 5am, well 
before the brightness of the dawn sky) AND has a telescope or pair of binoculars might want to try to look for Comet 
Pojmanski, low in the east before sunrise, to the upper left of Venus. A finding chart can be found at 
www.spaceweather.com,  but please note the comet is not visible with the naked eye.  
 
Website of the week : Earth science picture of the day http://epod.usra.edu/  
Much the same idea as Astronomy picture of the day (http://antwrp.gsfc.nasa.gov/apod/astropix.html), but for earth 
and atmospheric sciences – rainbows, geological faults, sun pillars, mountains, cloud formations… 
 
You can see a couple of iridium flares from Cambridge this week: 
16 Mar 19:38:22 54°  ESE  
19 Mar 19:29:20 61°  ESE  
For more details log on to www.heavens-above.com 
 
Targets we intend observing tonight / what you would have seen if it wasn’t cloudy… : 
Wide angle camera (showing what can be seen in binoculars) 
• The Beehive cluster (M44); an open cluster of stars which is this week’s object of the week.  
• Saturn and its brighter moons 
• Zeta Cancer; a triple star system  
• Hyades, an open star cluster in Taurus 
• Mars 
• Lambda Taurus; an eclipsing binary star system 
• The ‘saucepan’ part of the Plough 
• The Owl Nebula (M97); a planetary nebula in Ursa Major 
• The constellation of Gemini 
• The Eskimo nebula; another planetary nebula 
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The colour camera attached to a 14-inch (35 cm) telescope  
• Lambda Taurus; an eclipsing star system 
• Saturn 
• Mars 
• Zeta Cancer; a triple star system  
• Zeta Gemini; a variable star 
The monochrome camera attached to a 8-inch (20 cm) telescope  
• The Eskimo Nebula 
• The Owl Nebula (M97) 
• Saturn and its brighter moons 
• M81; a beautiful spiral galaxy 
• M82; an irregular galaxy  
The 8-inch Thorrowgood telescope    
• Saturn and its brighter moons or Mars  
The 12-inch Northumberland telescope     
• Saturn and its brighter moons or Mars 
 
 
   
 
Chart of the night sky from Cambridge for 8pm on Wed 15th March        (taken from www.heavens-above.com) 
 
 
 
 
 
You can see Venus, bright in the 
south-eastern sky in the early 
mornings before sunrise 
 
 
 
 
 
Saturn is visible for most of the night; 
it will be in the southern  sky in the 
early evening – remember to look for 
the Beehive cluster (our object of the 
week) to the left of it.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Mars remains bright and visible for 
most of the night; it will be to the south 
at around 8pm 
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